
SOCIAL PATHOLOGY 

Great Men in Confliet with the Emotional Plague 

By WALTER HOPPE, M.D. 

This report is far from being complete. Still it verifies the biological process 
of the degeneration of thc human animal during the last few thousand years 
of patriarchal society. As a result of this developrnent, mechanistic thinking 
is nowadays completely triumphant and is closely connected with the destruc-
tive happenings in social life. 

The following description of reactions of a sick environment will renaind 
all workers ia the field of orgone energy research of experiences in their 
own sphere of life. They are, therefore, not of an accidental nature, but are 
deeply anchored in human character structure, the maligniry of which mani-
fests itseif to an alarming degree in the emotional plaguc of the "little man." 

Orgone energy research is based ora such an abundante of proven facts that 
the discovery of the. orgone energy sooner or later will be acknowledged even 
by the last night watchman. However, we must be conscious of the danger 
that the "mechanists" shall try to seize this discovery, to exploit it for them-
selves, and to falsify its foundation. Already today we can recognize the first 
attempts in this direction. We shall have to protect ourselves against such 
"friends" as soon as we have succcssfully done away with our opera enemies. 
Ten.-A.:meies  roward scientific plagiarism are recognizable everywhere. In order 
to prevent the blocking of the utilization of orgone energy, functional, 
rational thinking must replace the present-day, sick way of thinking and 
feeling. ft must also be our task to soe to it that in future research work the 
emotional plague can no longe( appear as a reaction to great human achieve- 

ments. 
Moses liberated the Jews from the slavcry of Egypt. But they grumbled 

and wished to return to the fleshpots of Egypt. 
jeremiah, the Jewish prophet, had a great many cncmies. The Jewish 
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people called him a betrayer and spy. After the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar he had to flec to Egypt. The Jews in Egypt pelted him with 
stones. Twice he was near death. 

Confucius, who created the Chinese Confucian philosophy 2500 years ago, 
tried to prevent, through his teachings, the corruption, demoralization and 
struggles of all against all. The people cursed his austero admonitions and 
let him know that they were tired of him. Embittered and disappointcd, he 
left his oficial position. 

Pythagoras founded a society of disciples at Croton, which for a time was 
influential in that city. But in the end the citizens turned against him and 
he moved to southern Italy where he died. 

When Pericles was growing old, his opponents persecuted him. 
Empedocles was banished. 
Socrates was the first martyr of philosophy who defended the necessity aí 

"freedom of thought." He was accused of not believing in the Gods, of cor-
rupting youth, and consequently was sentenced to death. He died at the age 
of 70 by poisoning himself. 

Piato left his Nome town after Socrates' death for fear that he also would 
be persecuted. In Sicily, Plata met Dionysos, the tyrant. When Dionysos 
realized that his kingdom was being threatened by Plato•s reformistic ideas, 
he had Placo put on a ship and sold as a slave. After being ransomed, Plato 
spcnt 12 years in exile. 

Aristolle was accused by the high priest, Eurymedon, of regarding prayer 
and sacrifico as useless. He, too, went finto exile for fear of being persecuted 
by courts and people much more hostile than those who murdered Socrates. 
Diogenes Laertius reports that the aged philosopher, completely disillusioned, 
poisoned himself and died a few months after leaving Athens. 

Epicurus had to leave Athens. 
Protagoras ',taci to fiee. Hts writings were burnt. 
Anaxagoras was accused of teaching that the sun was a red-hot stone and 

the moon was on the earth. 
Theodornus was persecuted as an atheist. So was Diogenes of Apollonia. 
Xenophanes lived in exile after being expelled from his native ciry. 

Demosthenes also lived in exile. 
Democritus was ignored in Athens. Diogenes Laertius has reported that he 

was so disliked ia the city that he wished to have all his books burnt. 
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Epictetus, the Stoic, was cruelly treated as a slave. His master in a playful 
mood ordered that one of his legs be intentionally fractured. 

Maimonides, the Jewish scholar and grcatest physician of his time, had to 
leave his native city of Cordova because of religious persecutions and had to 
migrate from place to place for a long time. 

Dante spent 15 years in exile and had to knock on the doors of tyrants like 
a bcggar. He was forced to live among a gang of bandits and homeless out-
laws. He wrote: "What gnaws at one's heart the rnost are the evil and blind 
companions among whom one is thrown in this vallcy." And Michelangelo 
wrote on his tombstone: "Ungrateful birthplace which became the midwife 

of his rnisery." 
Boccaccio, by order of the friar superior of Siena, was forced to do penance 

and to turn back from his "immoral" way of life when he was 50 years of age. 
Christopher Columbus had to flee from Portugal to Spain. For many years 

he tried in vain to be admitted at the Spanish court until he finally succeeded 
in obtaining the ships with which he discovcred America. For the ships' crew 
he could hire only criminais with court rccords. For a long time he was 
regarded as a mad adventurer and demagogue. After having discovered 
America, he was at first jubilantly received in Spain. But when the cxpected 
flow of gold did not arrive and additional funds were askcd for, Columbus 
rcceived nothing but ingratitudc and fell into oblivion. None of the promiscs 
made to him wcre fulfilled. From one of his expeditions he returned in 
chains. On his last expedition he was not allowed to enter America. In orle 
of his letters he wrote: "The world has trampled me down with cruelty. 
There is nobody from the highest to the lowest who would not have at-
tempted to slander me. If I had stolen India and had given it to the Moors 
as a prevent, Spain could not have been more hostile toward me." 

The merit of Sandro Botticelli as an artist was not recognized and esteemed 

the 19t1-1 century. 	died irnpoverished and neglected by his contem- uilüa 

poraries. 
Michelangelo had to live to see Pope Paul IV order the naked persons on 

bis "Last Judgment" mural in the Sixtima paintcd over by bunglcrs so that 

the figures would appear dressed. 
Cervantes, thc famous author of Don Quixote, wrote as a siave to his 

broche' : "I am miscrable. I swear by my left hand which T lost in the battle 
against the Turks: Although my first tyrant was more cruel than Pontius 
Pilatc, he was only a castrated ram compared with my present one. When 

MEN !N CONFLICT W!TH EMOTIONAL PLAGUE 	 7 

I am sitting in chains beside the other slaves on the galley, I think of Colum-
bus who was, perhaps, even worse off than 1 atn. At night, I very often jus' 
do not know what to do because of the agony and pains. They lower me into 
a cistern as into a grave." 

Ambroise Paré established the podalic version for child delivery, re-intro-
duced the ligature in surgery and founded orthopedics; he also introduced 
massage and artificial cyes. However, he wrote in his native migue. The 
medicai writings of ali other prominent medicai men were in Latia. The 
organized physicians of Paris found in this an excuse for attacking the words 
of Paré and for attempting to prevent their publication. They not only cited 
his ignorante but called him a very impudent man. 

T heophrartus Paracelsus, who discovered mercury as a medicine to combat 
syphilis and who was the founder of chernotherapy, was hounded from one 
European country to another. In Basel he was in conflict with the city 
authorities and was brought to trial. After abusing the court roundly, he fled 
from the city to avoid the consequentes of his impudence. Ele was hunted 
through Germany, France, Sweden, Russia, and finally into Constantinople. 
His enernies spread the story that in his childhood he had been castrated by 
a hog. He died in 1541 at 51 years of age—his friends claimed by murder, 
his enemies by an accident while drunk. 

Vesalius, who opened the way to :he study of human anatomy by publish- 
ing his work, discarded Galenic tradition. Anatomy, up to his day, was 
taught from the book of the Greek physician, Galenus, chief physician of 
Marcus Aurelius. But Galenus had never dissected a body. 400 years ago, when 
Vesalius was practising, dissection was a most dangerous enterprise. The 
refutation of the o!dfashioned mistakes caused Vesalius' colleagues to attack 
him in a most foolish way. Intense indignation arosc among the physicians; 
in the words of Syivius, bis former ceacher, Vesalius was an impious mad-
man who was poisoning the air of ali Europe with his fumes. He succeeded 
in escaping officiol censure for a while because he was the personal physician 
of King Charles V, who feared that his health might suffer if he were 
deprived of his favorite practitioner. But King Philip II saw no reason for 
protecting a suspect. Vesalius could not obtain any more bodies for dissec-
tion. The Church believed that there is in thc human body one destructible 
bone which formed the nucleus of the resurrected body. Vesalius, in a fit of 
tcmper over the opposition to his work, burned ali his manuscripts and gave 
up anatomy. The medicai disciples of Galen pursued Vesalius with relentless 
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hostility and at length found an opportunity to min hirn. He was accused of 
murder and denounced to the Inquisition. In 1563 he was allowed to do 
penancc by a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. But on his way he died of 
starvat ion. 

Savonarola, the most audacious critic of the Church and reformer, was 

burnt as a heretic at the command of Pope Alexander VI. 
Copernicus's book which was hnished in 1530, was not published for a 

long time because he feared it would be shocking and unacceptable to his 
contemporaries. The heliocentric theory was not only condemncd by the 
church authorities as heresy, but was also rejected by the greatest astronomers 
and other scientists of the time. Luther said: "This fool wishes to reverse the 
entire scicnce of astronomy," and Calvin: "Who will venture to place the 
authority of Copernicus abone the Holy Spirit?" Michal Mãstlin, the Tübin-
gen University teacher of Kepler, made good use in his textbook of the 
mathematical calculations of Copernicus, without recognizing his theory. 
The professor of mathematics, G. A. Magini, took over the figures of Coper-
nicus and declared that bis theory was absurd. The French poet, Guillaume, 
in a famous poem characterized the Copernican theory as a fantasy of a 
restless ghost and scorner of public opinion. In ali countries the theory met 
the same rejection. A bishop accused the 66-year-old Copernicus because he 
had a young servant in bis honre, Anna Schilling, a distant relative. Shc was 
persecuted by the bishop after the death of Copernicus. 

François Rabelais, the French writer, during the last years of Copernicus's 
life, was denounced to the parliament by the faculty of theology at the 
Sorbonne because of his satiric novel, GARGANTUA ET PANTAGRUEL. A &AC-

dictinc monk openly demanded that "this dog Rabelais" should be burnt. 
Cardano, the significant Italian doctor and mathematician, was imprisoned 

by the lnquisition at the age of 70 because of "atheism." 
Tycho Brahe had to flee frnrn th• 6,TInug observatory "Uranienburg," from 

his honre and frota bis country (Derm-,ark) because his position at the court 
was undermined. 

Giordano Bruno, who went beyond Copernicus, had to flee Naples and 
had to wander about the work! aimlessly. During his lectures at the Univer-
sity of Paris, the professors instigated the stuclents to howl and to yell; in 
Germany they did not allow him to teach and forbade him a place of resi-
dence. In Italy he was a heretic, in Geneva a duturber of the peace; philos-
ophers in England threw stones at him. Finally he returned to Italy where 

he was caught in the net of the Inquisition. He spent seven ycars in jail and 
was urged ta deny his teachings. Since he refused to do so, he was taken to 
the stake and burnt alive. In 1889 Pope Leo XII, before 30,000 garhered 
Romans, on the occasion of the unveiling of Bruno's statue, lay on his knecs, 
prayed, and fasted. 

Vanini, the philosopher, was also burnt at the stake, seventeen years after 
the murder of Bruno. 

Torquato Tasso, the Italian poct, was driven imane. 
Gallica Galilei incurred the hatred of those who believed that the truth 

was to be sought in books rather than in experimentation. It was bis work 
with the telescope particularly which brought him into danger. He was 
ordered to appear before the Inquisition and to repent bis errors. This he 
did in 1616. He solemnly promised that he would no tanger uphold the 
Copernican theory ar teach it in writing or in speech. On Papal order, ali 
books teaching that the earth moves were placed on the Index. In 1632 
Galileo's DIALOGUES OF THE Two GREATEST SYSTTMS OF THE WORLD Were 
published. The Jesuit Father Melchior maintained that of ali heresies the 
theory of the earth's motion is the most abominable, the most pernicious, 
and the most scandalous; that the earth is stationary was thrice sacred. 
Galão was summoned once more to appear before the Inquisition and 
threatened with torture if he did not recant. In spite of bis recantation and 
penitente, the Inquisition decreed: "We condemn you to formal prison for 
a period determinable at our pleasure." He was forbidden under penalty of 
life imprisonment to see his family and his friends. Among his colleagues, 
only Kepler stood up for him. Galileo's good instruments were powerless 
against his enemies who refused constantly even to look through the tele-
scope at the moon and the satellites of Jupiter. 

Kepler's life was fali of privations and he was subjected to many persecu-
bons. Because he was threatened with irnprisonment he had to leave Graz. 
He died as a result aí his privations just when he wanted to submit his 
teachings to the Imperial Gathering. 

Spinoza was bom a jew, bui the Jews excornmaaicated him. The Chris-
tians abhorred him equally. Although his whole philosophy is deminated by 
the idca of God, the orthodox accused him of atheism. Leibniz, the German 
philosopher, who owed rnuch to him, concealed his debt, and carefully 
abstained from saying a word in his praise. He even went so far as to lie 
about the extent of his acquaintance with the heretical Jew. Spinoza was 



O 	 WALTER HOPPE MEN IN CONFLICT WITH EMOTIONAL PLAGUE 

1 

olTered 1000 florins a year to conceal his views. When he refused, an anempt 
was ma& to assassinate him; when chis failed, he was cursed with all the 
curses in Deuteronomy and with the curse that Elisha pronounced on her 
children who, as a result, were toro to picces by the she-bears. His father sent 
him away, his sister tried to cheat him out of a small inheritance, and his 
former friends avoided him. 

Van dcn Ende, who taught Spinoza Latin, died on the scaffold. 
Uriel Acosta vigorously attacked the belief in a life after death. The jew-

ish community sentenced him to revoke publiciy his tcachings and, as a 
penance, to lie down on the doorstep of the synagogue so that the members 
of the community could walk over his body. In desperation over the humili-
ation, Acosta committed suicide. 

Adrian Koerbigh, who in 1668 publishcd opinions similar to those of 
Spinoza, was sentenced to ten years in jail. He died within eighteen months. 

Otto Guericke invented the air pump and submitted his invention to the 
Reichstag in 1654. Guericke also was the inventor of the manometer and 
the barometer. He was not taken seriously. The finfe understanding which 
he received stimulated him to write a book. His only reward for chis unique 
publica:jou was a few free copies. 

Harvey in the 17th century demonstrated the circulation of the blood but 
his genius for experimentation also met with difficulties in overcoming the 
persistent belief of the time in the theories of Galen. In Spanish Universities, 
the circulation of the bood was still dcnied at the end of the 18th century. 

The Chamberlen brothers invented the obstetrical forceps. The opposition 
to the participation of physicians in obstetrics did not cease until nearly the 
prcsent century. The idea of cmploying men in midwifery was denounced. 
At the time of Hugh Chamberlen the opposition to male midwifery was at 
its height and Chamberlen won no popularity from his choice of specializa-
tion. He was less successful than rnany contemporary English charlatans. 
He was forced to flee to France; he returned to England in 1699 but had to 
flee again. 

Fabricius, Fracassatus and others established intravcnous therapy in the 
17th century. The method was soon abandoned because of the misgivings 

of the authorities. 
Diego Velasquez, the Spanish artist, ranked no higher than the buffoons 

and dwarfs who entertained the court. 
Franz Hals, the famed Dutch painter, died in 1666 in the poorhouse. Until  

1865 he was hardly known at ail. In 1652 his furniture was sold and his 
paintings were attached by a baker to pay a debt of 200 florins. 

farol,  Ruysdael, the well.-known landscape painter, also lived in a poorhouse. 
Hobbema died in poverty. 
Rembrandt had died in poverty already 40 years before Hobbema, living 

only a few yards from the latter. The taste of his contemporaries turned 
away from the hapkss man who was so much in need of support after he 
had created one of the outstanding paintings of the world, namcly, his 
"Night Vigil." They paid homage to other paintcrs who have long since been 
forgotten but who were in fashion at that time. After his wife had died, 
Rembrandt was forsaken by her rich relatives. They had regarded as an 
impudente the fact that the poor 	son, Rembrandt, had married their 
rich relativc. They even blamed him for the fact that his wife had perished 
because of the poor air in the jewish ghetto of Amsterdam. The trembling, 
nearly blind old man was derided by street urchins and three years after 
his death nobody remembered where he was buried in Holland. Only a few 
centuries latem Goethe became une of the re-discoverers of the forgotten 
Rembrandt. 

Jan Steen, who also as a Dutch painter died in poverty, had his paintings 
attached by a druggist to pay a debt of ten florins. 

john Locke, the English philosopher, was forced in 1683 to flee to Holland. 
Jan Vermeer was unsuccessful during his lifetime; he was constantly poor 

and often was forced to pay his grocery bilis with his paintings. 
Molière was slandered by his enemies. They ciaimed he had married his 

daughter. The priest at St. Eustache refused him an ecclesiastical burial. 
The King did not dane to recommend the customary funeral against the 
objection of the Church. 

Anton Leeuwenhoek, who invented the microscope in the 17th century, 
was thought by his neighbors to be a bit cracked and they snickered at him. 
He worked for twenty years without an audience. There was one man who 
did not laugh at Leeuwenhoek, and that was Reguei- dc Graaf, whom the 
Royal Society had made a corresponding member. He wrote to the Royal 
Society about Leeuwenhoek. The Royal Society was amazed and arnused. 
Only two hundred years latem, after Pasteur, was the microscope used to 
combat the causes of infection. 

Spallanrani was a follower of Leeuwenhoek. His enemies Volta and Scarpa 
let hcll break loose by publishing a tract accusing him of the crime of stealing 
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specimens from the University cif Pavia and of hiding Item in his own bule 
laboratory at Scandiano. He demanded an investigation and thc judges 
cleared him of all guilt. 

Buijon, thc great naturalist, in his Meruim. Hiszoar (1749) maintained 
fourteen propositions which were condemned by the Sorbonne in Paris as 
reprehensible and contrary to the creed of the Church. He was asked in 1751 
ta revoke publicly his thesis about the age of the earth. Buffon did not see 
fit to Enter imo a controversy with thc Sorbonne. He recanted and was 
obliged ta publish the following canfessían: "I declare that 1 had no inten-
tion of contradicting the text cif the Scripture; that 1 believed most firmly 
all therein related about the creation; 1 abandon everything that may be 
contrary w the narration of Moses." 

Diderat was sentenced to six months in prison for his Lis 'Jour THE 

BLIND, A pamphler which he had translated was publicly burnt by arder of 
the Parliament. The first two volumes cif the Encyclapedia which he and 
d'Alernbert had edited were suppressed at the suggestion cif the Church. 
When the opposition against him grew, Diderot was deserted by his friends. 

Friret was thrown isto the Bastille because of his research on the origin 
RoyaI Power. 
Jean Jacques Rousseau published ËMILE and THE SOCIAL CONTRACT. This 

brought him a storrn aí official condemnation. He was obliged ta fiee France. 
Geneva would have none of him, Bern refused him asylum. The council of 
Geneva ordered the two books to be burnt and gave instructions that 
Rousseau was to bc arrested if he carne to Geneva. The French Government 
ordered his arrest; the Sorbonne and the Parliament of Paris condemned 
ÉMILE. He fied to England in 1755. The viliagers aí Neuchátel, led by a 
pastor, accused him of poisoning a person and tried ta murder him. 

La Alettric published a NATURAL FINTORY OF THE SOUL when he was a 
physician in the Army. Thereupon he tost his position and had to go imo 
exile after the publication af his work, MAN—A MaciriNE. His name was one 
of the most abused ones in literature, but only a few read his works. The 
few who read him and attacked him knew him only superficially. He was 
condemned for his fight against the unjust chains cif "morality." 

Voltaire was "hlamed, abused, and cursed, as perhaps no other man," 
according to one of his admirers, D. F. Strauss. In 1717, he was thrown isto 
the Bastille where he was kept as a prisoner for eleven months because cif  

a poem he had alkgedly written. In 1719, he was banished because of a poem. 
He was ambushed by a captais and beaten up. Voltaire brought a law suis 
but the court rulcd in favor of the accused. An alTended nobleman had him 
ambushed by hired men who also beat him up. The commissioner refused 
to write aut a complaint because Voltaire was only a commoner. His poem, 
"Henry IV," was forhidden and had to bc sold illegally. In 1726 he nad to 
go to England imo exile for 3 years. When hc published his EPISTLES To 
ORANrE, a cry of indignation went through all rirdes of society because 
everybody felt himself attacked. His Letters about the English were burnt 
in public by arder of the Parliament. He was banished when lie published 
his greatest work in which he called "history nothing but a narration of 
crimes and misfortunes." The King decreed that he should never be allowed 
to return to France. Bui shordy bef ore his death he, nevertheless, returned 
to Paris. 

Jamcs Watt saw the worst part of the difficulties in the greediness of men 
which became obvious more and more with the increasing success of the 
steam engine. "The rascality of mankind is almost beyond belief," was one 
of his expressions. Sorneone who had heard about Wart's intentions went 
ahead and took a patent on the steam engine with crank. 

David Hume had shocked the entire Christian world by his TRFATISE oN 
Hu MAN NATURIL 

Irnmanuel Kant had to promise the successor of Frederick the Great that 
he would stop writing. Twice Kant applied for a professorstnp at the Uni-
versity of Koenigsbcrg, which was denied. For 15 years he lived in poverty 
and seclusion. 

James Black, the founder cif calorirnetry, was excessively welcomed by 
Lavoisier, but publie mentioning of his name was avoided. 

Antaine Lavoisier, who recognized the role of oxygen in the process of 
burning, was executed during the French Revolution. 

Mary Mantagu introduced inoculation imo England. She vowed that she 
would never have artempted it if she had foreseen the vexation, the perse-
cution, and even the obloquy it brought upon her. 

Lavater, who made physiognomy popular, was covered with scorn and 
mockery. 

Gall, the famous contemporary of Lavater and the crearor of phrenology, 
was accused of materialism. Ele was attacked by the Church and by the 
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metaphysically oriented medicai profession. The Austrian emperor prohib-
ited him from practicing his profession because his "materialism" would 
violate the basic principies of rnorality and religion. 

Heinrich von Kleist committed suicide. His ZERBROCIIENE KRUG (THE 

BROKEN JUG) was played in Weimar under Goethe's direction and was 

laughed at. KAETCHEN VON HEILBRAUN also was rejected. But Goethe said 

after Kleist's death: "I maintain that we Germans have lost in this Kleist 

our Shakespeare." 
Benjamin Franklin's treatises on clectricity encountered much enmity at 

the beginning. Many opponents, especially the well-known physicist Wilson, 

objected to the proposed shape of high-pointcd rods for lightning-conductors. 

Lessing became infatuated with truth and thereby spoiled his relations with 
most of his fellowmen. The professors could noz forgive him that he knew 
the andem languages better than they did. The cicrgymen bore him a grudge 
because he put ali confessions on a par with one another. When he died, he 
was so poor that the Duke of Brunswick had to have hirn buried at public 
expense and then "most graciously" excused his heirs from the burial costs. 

Johann Sebastian Bach's fame was very limited. Scarcely one of the nu-
merous cantatas appeared in print before he died. Bach had many rivais, 
and probahly onl) a few people would have voted him supreme in his day. 

Georg Friedrich Handel at first was honored by the court, then rejected. 
Jealaus rivais scnt hired noisemakers to the theater in order to disturb the 
performance of his operas. Handel contracted numerous debts and b uff ered 

severe want. He took his "Messiah" to Ireland because London was indif- 

ferent to his work. 
Mozart was treated most shabbily by Hicronymos, Count of Collarado. 

He was compelied to sit with the servants. And when Mozart demanded his 
discharge, the Count had him kickcd out by a servant. 

Beethoven's teacher, Albrechtsberger, said Beethoven had learnt nothing 
and would never compose anything in a decent style. For a long time 

Beethoven's last symphony was regarderl as Laienjoyable. 

Lord Byron was severely attacked in a leading newspaper in 1808. It was 
said that poetry did noz consist in making rhymes. When entering the 
House of Lords, he was insulted by passers-by for being a liberal. Nobody 
wished to speak with him. He was compared to Nem and the Devil. On 
the occasion of a dance, the hall emptied when he entered. He went into 
voluntary exile where he died fighting for the freedom of Greece. 
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Shelky had to go into exile for the same reasons as Byron. 
Edward Jenner introduced the practice of vaccination. He submitted the 

report aí his first experiment for publication in the Translations o] the Royal 
Society. It was rejected. Jenner's work met with violent opposition on the 
part of a great number of people; the vast majority was indifferent. The 
opposition at once resorted to the usual formula: "Smailpox is a visitation 
from God and originares in man, but cowpox is produced by presumptuous, 
impious men." 

Franz Archard, the German chemist, was the founder of the sugar-beet 
industry. The importers of cane sugar rried everything to suppress the new 
branch of rnanufacturing. Archard, they said, should declare that he was 
mistaken and that the production of sugar from beets was iinpossibie. 
Archard refused and died as a poor, tired, and broken man. 

Coulomb was thrown in jail after the reckless criticism of a technicaI expert 
had disfavored him in high government circles. 

Galvani lost ali his offices when Napoleon occupied Northern Italy. 
Faraday, when still young, directed a petition to the president of the Royal 

Society which remained unanswered. Lazer he refused to accept the presi-
dency of the Royal Society. &cause of this, one of his works was rejected 
by the Royal Society. In a confidential letter Faraday declared that he pre-
ferred hy far the obedience, attachment, and instinct of a dog to human 
nonSellse. 

Hegel had to flee from Jena when French soldiers burnt his house down. 
Francis Licher wrote voluminously on political theory, philosophy, and 

internacional law. In 1819 he was arrested in Germany as a dangerous char-
acter and forbidden to study at any University except Jena. In 1826 he fled to 
England. 

Richard Trevithick, who played an important role in the history of the 
locornotive and the development of the steam automobile, encountered 
enormous difficuities. At the end of the 18th century he constructed severa! 
model automobiles and also a model in natural size. Tired of ali the antag-
onisms and indifference, he destroyed his machine svith his own hands. 

George Stephenson was laughed at during his first experiments with the 
locomotive. Physicists, engineers, mechanics, workcrs, and mine owners 
sneered. After the railroad was put into operation, these people who had a 
vested interest in the status quo raged. Laws were demanded, Parliament 
was called into special session, and Stephenson was insulted and slandered. 

15 
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In an expert opinion it was said that the railroad would disturb the cows 
in the meadow and the chickens when they tried to lay eggs. The birds 
would be killed by the poisou gas exhaust and the travelers continually 
endangered. Buildings would be set on are by the sparks, horses would refuse 
to eat hay, and agriculture would be ruined. Ten eloquent lawyers were 
mobilized against Stephenson. One of them claimed the locomotive would 
not run in the raio because the firo would lx extinguished in the chitnney. 

Giovanni Martignoni, the inventor of the spiral drill, declared when he 
was eighty years old: "I, too, did na escape the Late of the inventor who 
sees his great and far-reaching ideas remain unsuccessful. Others reaped the 
fruits of my inventions. I, therefore, am still forccd to earn a living by 

the work of my hands." 
William Murdoch invented illuminating gas. He was, as were so many 

inventors, regarded crazy and became the object of laughter and mockery. 
The famous poet Walter Scott declared: "London will be illuminated during 
winter nights by the same coal smoke which now changes our winter days 

into night." Embittered fights broke out in the English Parliamcnt because 

of the installation of gas illumination. In London, gas lighting was forbidden 
by learned opinions: A filled gasometer was more dangerous than gun 
powder. The smallest opening in the wall of the gasometer would blow up 
London. When gas lighting was to be introduced in Cologne, the well-

known Koeinische Zeitung wrore that God had made the night for darkness. 

The gas fumes would be injurious to health, imrnorality would grow because 
the light would make it safcr for drunkards and would promote prostitution. 

Karl Auer of Welsbach invented the gas incandescent light. It was rejected 

by experts and techuicians. An important expert declared that he could not 
fool around with it because he worked only on serious projects! 

Drais Saerbrun, the inventor of the bicycle, was refused a patent for it. 

Varrhagen van Euse, the famous historian of his time, called the bicycle a 

ridiculous thing. Constantly fighting with the government, Saerbrun finally 

became embittered and died a poor man. 

Joseph facquard invented the mecir_aical loom. His first loom was publicly 

burra in Lyon while the people shouted with joy. He was accused of only 
wanting to expose part of the working•class to misery and unemployment. 

Phillippe de Girard invented a spinning-machine for Unem Two co-workers 

of Girard took construction plans of the machine to England and sold them 

there for 2500 pounds. Completely ruined, de Girard was thrown into the 
dcbtors' prison. 

William Lee invented the hosiery knitting machine. When he demon-
strated his invention, he was accused of wanting to ruiu the workers. The 
machines were confiscated and he had to go into exile where he literaily 
starved to dearh. 

Parmentier wanted to introduce potato-growing in France. Some people 
considered him a fool, others a poisoner. 

Elias Howe, the inventor of the sewing machine, had to sell his modei at 
a ridiculously low price, thereby losing the English patents. He received 
nothing but rejections from the first railor shops. The stage director, Singer, 
improved his rondei and obtained patents in the United States. Only through 
a law suis which Iasted for many years was Howe recognized as the inventor. 
Aftcr the patent was granted, the tailors' guílds went into an uproar. They 
formed societies and every member swore death to the tailor who would dare 
to buy such a rnachine. 

Thimonnier also invented a sewing machine. One day his workshop was 
suddenly attacked by embittered enemies who threw the finished machines 
into the street. He was so poor that he had to walk back to his native rown. 
On his back he carried the only machine subi left with him which he sold 
to England. There, it was immediately imitated and he did not receive a 
single penny. 

Eddy and Bech as well as Glidden and Soulé could not put their first 
models of the typewriter on the market because the office employees opposed 
it with ali available means. A change carne only after the gun factory Rem-
ington in the state of New York became interested in the typewriter. 

Sizoda developed the medicai technique of diagnosis by percussion. In 
Skoda's time the practicc annoyed the patients, and as it was considered a 
foolish procedure, he was put in charge of insane patients. 

John Ericsson invited the Lords of Admiraity to sce a demonstration of bis 
screw propeller. The engineering corps had told them that this ridiculous 
invention was constructed on "erroneous principies and was full of practical 
defects." Not one person present at the demonstration had the slightest 
suspicion that he was taking part in a historie event. They solemnly pro-
nounced that "if the power were appiied at the stern it would be absolutely 
impossible to make a vessel steer." Ericsson went through a period of such 
utter poverty that he actually was imprisoned in Fleet Street, the debtors' 
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prisca For almost twenty years defeat, discouragernent and adversity pur-
sued the inventor. Imitators copied his mechanical devices or openly stok 
them. A few men recognized him as the engineering genius of the time, bur 
a largo section of the scientific world condemned him as a mountebank and 
a visionary. 

Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis had introduced the washing of thc hands with 
ehlorinated water in arder to protect ~men during childhirth. He was 
considered an odd person who could not bear the sigla of dying young 
wornenl Semmelweis labored through a lifetime of oppression and perse-
cution in the wards of thc grear charity lying-in hospitais of Europe. He was 
discharged from a Viennese hospital by his superior, Professor Klein. This 
man incited the authorities to suspect that Semmelweis had participated in 
the revolutionary movement of 1849. Sernmelweis's cleanliness was consid-
ered ridirulous and his great discovery that childbed fever was a wound 
infection aroused animosity and rejection. In Budapest, too, he faced hos-
tility and official injustice. A professorship was first refused, then granted on 
the condition that he should denionstrate to his students only on an artificial 
body, bus not ao living women. After Eive days he quis the work. Many lies 
circulated about Semmelweis, among them the one that far more children 
died when the chIorine water washings were used than without them. 

Lamarelt, the greatest predecessor of Darwin, claimed that the species were 
not fiszed and that the higher ones originated from the lower ones. His theory, 
however, was nor accepted. 

Simpson, in 1847, recommended the use of anesthetics in childbirth and 
was immediately reminded by the clergy that God said to Teve: "In sorrow 
shalt thou bring forth children." 

Oliver Wendell Holmes's thcory of the transmission of disease through 
the agency of the physician's hands met the most virulent opposition in thc 
person of Dr. Meigs of Philadelphia, a highly esteemed physician bus a 
chronic obstructionist. Holmes's papers were received with indiflerence in 
Boston. They were not even heard of in Europe until he became professor 
of anatomy at thc Harvard School of Medicine. 

Morton practiced dentistry in Boston and his work brought him lato coo-
tact with Dr. Charles !ackson; from him Morton learned of the anesthetic 
properties of ether. Considerable indignation was aroused among the mcm-
bers of the medica' and dental professions at the "unethical" procedure aí 
Morton and 3ackson. 
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Goya, the farned Spanish painter, lost favor with the autocratie sovereign 
and left for France where a colony of Spanish rzfugees wcicomed him. 

Goethe was defamed for "immorality" and bis diary was confiscated severa' 
times. 

Meyerbeer was called by a school of criticism a feeble charlatan in French 
opera, a vulgar and bawdy melodist, and a ‘ommonplace orchestrator. 

Heinrich Heine in bis lifetime was contemptuously called Jew, traitor, and 
friend of the arch-enemy, France. His writings were forbidden in Germany 
by decrce of the Federal Congress, and had to be printed and sold secretly-
He was accused of having adultesated Gerrnan art and poisoned Iyric poetry. 

The German newspapers for a while tried to kill Hebbel by silente. Because 
the Germans saw on the stage more silly comedies than scrious works, 
Hebbel's dramas were not performed for a iong time. The Viennese Burg 
Theater refused to accept his works; the rich Viennese aristocrats mistook 
him constanLfy for the Alernanian poet, Hebei. 

Grillparzer, the most significant Viennese poet, had ali his life to suffer 
humiliating treatment from the emperor down to the lowliest critic. He 
becarne generally known only after his death. For many years he was forced 
to cana bis way as a small official. In the thea ter he was hissed off the stage 
by malicious Viennese which made him discontinue writing when he was 
only 50. The few things he wrote from this time until he died at the age of 81, 
he dmidly Iocked up in bis desk. 

Jean François Miller, thc French painter o' peasants, had a difficult time. 
People shrugged their shoulders over his "forest men" and bis lave of nature. 
He himself declared: "Realizing the danger of being considered a socialist, 

admit that it is the human side which moves me most in art." 
Wilhelm Weber who created the electrodynamometer was dismissed from 

bis professorship by King Ernst August of Hanover and was without regular 
income for 5 years. Dismissed with him were, among ethers, the Brothers 
Grimm, authors of Grimm's fairy tales. 

Robert Mayer, a German physician, who established the law of the preser-
vation of energy, was not understood by the natural scientists of his time. 
He was rejected hy scientific magazines as well as by the Paris Academy. 
When he wrote an essay in an important magazine, a second article ridicuIed 
him and called him unscientific. In vain did Mayer ask for rectification. 
Similar experiences which continued for years caused him during a skepiess 
night to jump from a window and fracture a Ieg. The rumor Mayer had 



20 	 WALTER HOPPE 

died in a lunatic asylum could not be rooted out. Only Faraday's successor 
Tyndall interceded for Mayer and brokc the ban. A public health oficial had 
sent him to a mental institution for 13 months. His case was diagnosed as 
megalomania because he boasted of a discovery which, in the opinion of the 
physician, he could not have made. 

Philipp Reis invented the telephone. He demonstrated his apparatus to 
the Society of Physicists in Frankfurt-am-Main in 1861, later also to the 
Emperor of Austria and the King of Bavaria. The German scholars regarded 
his invention as a mere plaything. Poggendorf, the editor of the most re-
spected physical magazine, who had compromised himself already by reject-
ing Robert Mayer's contributions, sent Reis' treatise back to him as unfit 
for publication. 

Alexander Graharn Bell constructed the first usable telephone. He sent a 
man to England to obtain a patent for his invention. This man was assas-
sinated. The documents were lost. The English scholars did not think much 
of it. Later on Bell obtained an American patent. 

Pasteur showed the world how important microbes were, and in doing so 
he made enemies and worshippers. His trame filled the front pages of news-
papers and he was challenged to duels. The public made great jokes about 
his precious microbes while his discoveries were saving the lives of countiess 
women in childbirth. The world of science was against him. Liebig, the 
great chemist. opposed him. Opponents began to riso on ali sides. Occasional 
failures gave ammunition to his enemies. Claude Bernard had beco a fellow 
member of Pasteur's in the French Academy of Science and had always 
praised his work. When Bernard died, his unfinished work was published. 
This unfinished work concluded by claiming that the whole theory of Pasteur 
was wrong. 

Dührssen, who introduced the Cesarean section, was ejected from the Uni-

versity of Berlin. 
Lister, professor of surgery in the University of Glasgow, published in 

1866 his papes, "On the Antiseptic Principies in the Practice of Surgery." 
He introduced antisepsis and met with opposition. Surgeons failed to grasp 
the essentials in the idea of antisepsis and thought that Lister was merely 
trying to introduce a new type of surgical dressing. 

Darwin had many enernies. The world exclaimed in horror: "Darwin says 
that men are descended from monkeys!" It was popularly said that he 
believed this because he himself lookcd like a monkey. He was accused of 
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discarding valuable intellectual property, namely the Old Testament. Louis 
Agassiz, the renowned American biologist, placed himself on the side of 
the anti-Darwinians. He called the theory mischievous. Agassiz's colleague 
at Harvard, James Russell Lowell, sided with the scientist: "Such a mush 
seems to me a poor substitute for the Rock of Ages," he said. 

The economists tried for a long time to kill Karl Marx's DAS KAPITA.L by 
silente; tater thcy strongly opposed it. He was several times expelled from 
Paris and from Germany and was also arrested. The reaction compelled him 
to seek refuge in England in 1849. He spent the rest of his life, save for a 
fcw brief intervals, in London, troubled by poverty and iilness. 

Lewis Henry Morgan, the American anthropologist, explored the Indian 
matriarchy and published ANcrEsrr SocrEry. The spokesmen of science ig-
norei him completely. 

Charles Baudelaire was flned 300 francs in 1857 because six of his poems 
were said to offend public rnorality. Recently, after 92 ycars, upon request 
of the Society of Authors, the French Supreme Court stated that the six 
poems did not damage public morality. 

Gustave Courbet introduced a realistic style of painting at a time when 
the art eircles were firmly under the influente of exotic, romantic traditions. 
He became the bad man of European art, a swaggering, beer-drinking object 
of ridicule and scandal. In May 1871 Courbet was tried for attempting to 
overthrow the government and was thrown into jail for six months. Freed, 
he was shusuled on the strects and in the cafés. The government had decided 
to rebuild the Venclôme column. To help pay for this, it seized Courbet's 
property, closed his bank account and auctioned off his pictures. He fled to 
Switzerland. 

The pictures of Édouard Manet, the French impressionist, were often re-
jected by art exhibits. He prepared his own exhibition for the "rejected" 
pictures. His pictures were insulted and mocked by the art critics. The r! tblic, 
incited by the open criticism, went at his pictures with umbrellas and canes. 

Van Gogh throughout bis life was a lonely man who neves escaped from 
povcrty. He was dismissed from a shop dealing in art books because he had 
dared to express an opinion against an art critic. By living togethcr with a 
woman whose children, out of sympathy, he had taken as his own, he lost his 
friends. Van Gogh, a victim of society, became mentally ill and died, at 
thirty-seven years of age, by suicide. 

Lobachevsky, a Russian and Bolgay, a Hungarian, one hundred ycars ago 
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found independently of one another, that Euclid's geometry is not a logical 
necessity. For 2000 years Euclid's axioms had reigned unchallenged. Of 
course, so stupendous an achievement was not at first understood. Even the 
mathematicians of the time thought Lobachevsky and Bolgay were mad. 
And the great Gauss, who had in private reached similar conclusions to 
theirs, confessed that he had been afraid to publish his discovery. 

Hcrbert Spencer's Futs-r PRINCIPLES made him the most famous philosopher 
of his time. But after publication in 1862 many subscribers cancelled their 
subscription because of the famous first part which offended bishops and 
scientists alike by trying to reconcile science with religion. For a while lie 
was banned. His subscribers not only cancelled their subscriptions bua also 
did not pay for the numbers which they had already received. This forced 
him at first to discontinue his work. Only eight years later did his books 
begin to yield incomc. His fame disappeared as suddenly as ir had arisen. 
Again he was attacked from all sidos. When he died in solitude, he thought 
his work had beco in vain. 

(To be continued ) 

Pity the exteptiond *man! For it was his loa to live in such a wretched age 
that his lif e was ame long polernical eflortl—GoEnui 
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