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ORGONE BIOPHYSICS, MECHANISTIC 
SCIENCE AND "ATOMIC" ENERGY 

The position of orgone biophysics in our 
mechanistic civilization, in which the ma-
chine is more important than man, is dif-
ficult. Our laboratories have the task of 
developing the new realm of facts covered 
by the terra orgone, and the task of follow-
ing the lines leading from the realm of the 
emotions into that of biophysical processes. 
Biopsychiatry requires a basis in processes 
of strict natural science, that is, in quanti-
tatively determinable processes; without 
this basis, it can no Ionger exist without de-
generating into mysticism and chaotic ways 
of thinking. Our orgone-biophysical work 
brings us into contact with ali kinds of 
specialists, physicians, physicists, biologists, 
etc., who are under the influente of mech-
anistic-metaphysical thinking and who 
have heard nothing of the orgone-biophysi-
cal facts in their training. Orgone bio-
physics must protect its field against 
rnisconceptions, it must develop its own 
methods and interpretations of processes, 
if it is to hold to the logical line leading 
from the realm of instinct biology to that 
ef the orgone energy. In other words: The 
emotions and plasmatic functions must be 
comprehended and marfe practically man-
ageable within the realm of the objective 
natural scicnces. 

The reactions of the mechanists and 
metaphysicists to this new work have un-
dergone a change in the course of the past 
ra years; it may be helpful to distinguish a 
few types among these reactions, in order 
to gain a preliminary orientation in the 
intercourse with the "outer world" of 
orgone biophysics: 

Some io years ago, when the first facts 
of my natural-scientific theory were pub-
[kW, there was an uproar. Specialists 
went straight to the police and asked that 
my experiments be prohibited. Others de-
clared that I was schizophrenic and spread 
the rumor in America that I was in a 
mental hospital in Europe. A latecomer in 
this group, a European director of public 
health, recently declared, on his return to 
Europe, that I had become psychotic in 
America and had been hospitalized there. 

With this type of reaction one cannot 
enter into discussion; one can only protect 
oneself against it as weIl as possible. 

A second type of reaction uses the 
technique ef simply denying the existente 
of the new facts ar of interpreting them 
away. According to this technique, the 
bions were "merely" the result of air infec-
tion; the orgone radiation of the bions was 
"non-existent" because it was not demon-
strable at the radioscope; the rise of the 
bio-electric curve with pleasure sensations 
was "merely" a phantasy of mine (notwith-
standing the fact that it was photo-
graphed); the temperature phenomena at 
the orgone accumulator were "merely" 
manifestations of heat convection. 

With this reaction type one also cannot 
enter into discussion. 

A third type, largdy represented by of-
ficials with whom we have to deal in 
practical matters, declares the whole rhing 
"impossible." One such official said in so 
many words he would not grant an appli-
cation "no matter what proofs were sub-
mitted." 
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With this type one also cannot enter Uno 
discussion. One can only try to avoid it, 
but this is not easy when such an oficial 
has the decision on, say, patent applica-
tions. 

A fourth type is at first very friendly and 
confirms the new facts. But as soon as it 
becomes clear to hirn how revolutionary 
these new facts are he withdraws, does not 
answer letters, etc. 

It is difficult to find a correct attitude 
toward this type. On the one hand, one 
feels disinclined to swallow such insuits as 
unanswered letters, on the other hand one 
does not want to lose contact with some-
body who has seen and confirmed the 
facts. 

Recently we have been meeting a fifth 
kind of reaction. Ir is that of specialists 
who do not conceal their amazement and 
their admiration of the new findings. They 
seem interested and willing to help. But 
they say that I don't know enough physics. 
They advise me to consult "authorities" 
in the field of physics to obtain a solid 
theoretical basis for my new findings. They 
refute my work hypothesis even though it 
has proved its usefulness by the very find-
ings which they admire. 

With this type of reaction one can enter 
into discussion, but only under certain 
conditions. First of all, the fact has to be 
recognized that there are no authorities in 
my field of work, simply because it is 
fundamentally new. 1 do not hesitate to 
admit that 1 have not mastered meehanistic 
physics as well as I might or should. But 
members of an allied science who would 
wish to help us should also realize that 
they can enter the field of orgone biophys-
ics only as beginners. They must be will-
ing not only to learn something new but 
also to accept the possibility that the dis-
covery of the cosmic orgone energy may 
shake the foundation of their special pic-
ture of the physical world. Neither 
"censors" nor "authorities" can get us any-
where. 

We have to admit that we cannot by our-
selves work through the problems raised 
by the discovery of the cosmic energy. For 
such a task, we lack the comprehensive 
knowledge, the technical equipment and 
the financial means. Cooperation between 
orgone physics and other objective natural 
sciences, therefore, is indispensahle. There 
should be free competition between the 
established electrophysical and mechanistic 
interpretation of the natural process and 
the functional energetic method of orgone 
physics. Such freedom of competition can 
only be to the advantage of 

In my article, "Orgonotic pulsation" 
tried, in the form of "Talks with an elec-
trophysicist," to establish a new theoretical 
position. A friendly reader of this article 
pointed out that the opinions of the elec-
trophysicist were wrong, that I had pre-
sented an erroneous picture of present-day 
physical knowledge. He thought I should 
not engage the electrical technicians in rny 
discussion but the theoretical physicists. 
This reproach is not justified: The opinions 
of my electrophysicist were de_rived from 
my personal experiente, they are the prev-
alent opinions of the average physicist 
and are included in the textbooks of 
physics. 

In the second part of the "Talks with an 
electrophysicist" I had intended to enter 
upon fundamental problema of physics. 
The manuscript is finished, but I shall 
postpone publication. If we make a strict 
distinction between fincling, method, work 
hypothesis and theory formation, it is well 
to present at first only the new findings. 
They provide acople material for discus-
sion, for variem kinds of interpretation, 
and for an objective argumentation be-
tween rnechanistic electrophysics and 
functional orgone physics. When electro-
physicists have made a sufficient number of 
serious attempts to fit the new facts into 
our world picture, it will be seen whether 
my functional interpretation is necessary 
and therefore justified. I can assure the 
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reader that I am not motivated by any 
striving for originality. I have discovered 
a sufficient number of new facts to feel 
myself free of any such false ambition; 
more than that, I shall be only too glad 
if the astronomists and physicists succeed 
in fitting the findings of orgone physics 
into the existing framework. My task will 
only be to watch and to see whether the 
theories of the physicists incorporate Me 
life process in their scientific theory or 
whether they leave it out of consideration. 
It is clear that theories which continue to 
leave the life process—which is part of the 
natural process—in the realm of meta-
physics, as did the theories of, say, Edding-
ton or Jeans (I am referring to the world 
of sensations and emotions) cannot do 
justice to the facts. The basic plasmatic 
reactions of pleasure and anxiety were the 
point of departure for the discovery of the 
cosmic energy. They must, of necessity, 
find their place in that theory which has 
to unite the realms of the living and the 
non-living into one. h is clear, furthermore, 
that a theory also has to prove its useful-
ness by furthering, rather than hindering, 
the development of the experiments. 

The basic question under discussion is 
whether the orgone energy is electricity or 
whether it represents a primordial form of 
energy of which electricity and magnetism 
are only specific functions. 

Orgone biophysics contends that electro-
magnetism can neither explain nor cause 
living phenomena. It demonstrates the ex-
istence of a physical energy, the cosmic 
orgone, the specific characteristics of which 
fulfil the demands of functional bio-
physics. 

That physical energy which governs the 
realm of the living must also be demon-
strable in the realm of the non-living, if we 
postulate, as we must, the origin of life 
from non-living matter. 

The characteristics of an energy are 
always deduced from the specific functions 
which are governed by it (free fali: energy  

of acceleration; electric current: energy of 
potential difference; heat convection: 
energy of heat potential, etc.). Cense-
quently, Me orgone energy must have 
specific characteristics which arc expressed 
in Me living functions. Pulsation is a basic 
function of living matter; consequently, 
pulsation must also be a basic characteristic 
of the physical orgone. The attraction of 
weaker by stronger systems is another func-
tion of living matter; consequently, orgone 
energy must be characterized by the fact 
that the stronger system attracts the weaker 
system, also in Me non-living realm 
(clearly demonstrable in the relationship 
of the sun to the planets). Another living 
function is symmetrical growth; conse-
quently, the specific shape of organisms 
and organs must be explicable from physi-
cal laws of the orgone. 

These are rigorous postulates. They 
must absolutely be fulfilled if one is to 
speak of a cosmic energy which also ex-
presses itself as life energy. Living matter 
is restricted to the earth's crust; this fact 
also must find its logical explanation. 

Summarizing, we can say that the spe-
cific life functions like pulsation, lumina-
tion, existence at the earth's crust, heat 
formation and symmetrical growth must 
derive in an understandable manner from 
the respective functions of the cosmic 
orgone. 

I should like to add a few words about 
the relationship of the orgone to the 
"atomic bomb." The mechanists contend 
that they have tracked down atomic 
energy in an ultimate and practical way. 
There is no gainsaying the fact that 
mechanistic physics, in a practical way, has 
slain some hundred thousands of people 
with a single "atomic bomb." Whether or 
not it is a matter of atomic energy no one 
can say, if for no other reason because 
there is nobody who knows what an atom 
is. One might argue that the practical 
smashing of the atomic nucleus has, after 
all, been proven by the mass slaughter 
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achieved. To that argument one would 
have to say that practical results are very 
often achieved with the aid of erroneous 
theories; eclipses of the sun, for example, 
are correctly calculated and predicted on 
the balis of the Copernican theory of the 
world system, even though the Copernican 
theory of the revolution of the earth around 
a stationary sun is erroneous. All I wish 
to say with this is that ali the noise of 
destruction should not keep one from 
thinking clearly. The work of this Insti-
tute will clearly show that the problem of 
pránary formation of matter cannot be 
solved with the aid of the theory of elec-
tronics, but with the theory of the pri-
mordial orgone. It is characteristic of our 
times that everybody is wide awake to dis-
coveries which lend themselves to mass 
slaughter of human beings but as if deaf 
and dumb toward a discovery which has 
made "atomic energy" accessible in its 
natural and original state. For seen from 
the standpoint of rnechanistic terminology, 
orgone energy is nothing but "atomic" 
energy in its natural state. We have been 
working with this "atomic energy" for 
some to years, in the flelds of medicine, 
biology and physics. The orgone energy 
has yielded some rherapeutic results which 
are so incredible that I have not dared to 
publish them lest I appear as a charlatan. 

I wish to declare publicly that orgone 
physics does not wish to be confused with 
that kind of natural science which cele-
brates its greatest triumphs in the discovery 
of ever more dreadful explosives. I wish to 
state, furthermore, that "atomic energy" in 
its natural state, that is, orgone, will never 
lend itself to the purposes of murder, and 
that, on the other hand, it has disclosed tre-
mendous therapeutic possibilities. I do not 
believe that the mechanists will succeed in 
making their new explosive usable for 
medicai and biological purposes. If for no 
other reason—as was the case with gun-
powder and dynamite—because the de-
velopment of energy in the process of 
smashing matter is far too rapid for any 
other use than that of killing. Orgone 
energy, on the other hand, is characterized 
by the slowness of its reactions. It is pre-
cisely this characteristic which makes it a 
life-furthering energy. It was also first dis-
covered in living matter. If, against any 
expectation, I should ever discover any 
murderous potentiality of the orgone 
energy, I would keep the process secret. 
We shall have to learn to counteract the 
murderous form of the atomic energy with 
the life-furthering function of the orgone 
energy and thus render ir harmless. 

WILHELM R EICH 



Projeto Arte Org 
Redescobrindo e reinterpretando W. Reich 
 
Caro Leitor 
Infelizmente, no que se refere a orgonomia, seguir os passos de Wilhelm 
Reich e de sua equipe de investigadores é uma questão bastante difícil, 
polêmica e contraditória, cheia de diferentes interpretações que mais 
confundem do que ajudam. 
Por isto, nós decidimos trabalhar com o material bibliográfico presente 
nos microfilmes (Wilhelm Reich Collected Works Microfilms) em forma 
de PDF, disponibilizados por Eva Reich que já se encontra circulado 
pela internet, e que abarca o desenvolvimento da orgonomia de 1941 a 
1957. 
 
Dividimos este “material” de acordo com as revistas publicadas pelo 
instituto de orgonomia do qual o Reich era o diretor. 
01- International Journal of Sex Economy and Orgone Research (1942-
1945). 
02- Orgone Energy Bulletin (1949-1953) 
03- CORE Cosmic Orgone Engineering (1954-1956)  
 
E logo dividimos estas revistas de acordo com seus artigos, 
apresentando-os de forma separada (em PDF), o que facilita a organizá-
los por assunto ou temas. 
Assim, cada qual pode seguir o rumo de suas leituras de acordo com os 
temas de seu interesse. 
Todo o material estará disponível em inglês na nuvem e poderá ser 
acessado a partir de nossas páginas Web. 
 
Sendo que nosso intuito aqui é simplesmente divulgar a orgonomia, e 
as questões que a ela se refere, de acordo com o próprio Reich e seus 
colaboradores diretos relativos e restritos ao tempo e momento do 
próprio Reich. 
Quanto ao caminho e as postulações de cada um destes colaboradores 
depois da morte de Reich, já é uma questão que extrapola nossas 
possibilidades e nossos interesses. Sendo que aqui somente podemos 
ser responsáveis por nós mesmos e com muitas restrições. 
 
Alguns destes artigos, de acordo com nossas possiblidades e interesse, 
já estamos traduzindo.  
Não somos tradutores especializados e, portanto, pedimos a sua 
compreensão para possíveis erros que venham a encontrar. 
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