
NOTES 

THE ORGONE ENERGY IN EARLY SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE 

A question frequently asked by laymen 
as well as scientists is, "Why has the 
orgone not been discovered long ago?" 
The reader who is familiar with the or-
gone-biophysical literature will have real-
ized that the discoverer of the orgone has 
asked himself this question many times. 
In his "Talks with an electrophysicist" he 
points out that the belief that the orgone 
phenomena have not struck any physicist 
or astronomer thus far is mistaken: (supra, 

P. 1420: 

The atmospheric orgone has been seen 
and described by hundreds of physicists, 
astronomers, meteorologists, biologists and 
chemists. That the orgone was not dis-
covered in a practical way long ago is due 
to the mechanistic splitting up of the 
natural sciences, the mechanistic verbaliza-
tions which were taken for explanations, 
and the lack of functional, that is, unitary 
thinking. 

In going through the older literature on 
physics and natural philosophy one dis-
covers again and again that a great many 
authors had more than an inkling of the 
orgone energy; that they described many 
phenomena which can be understood only 
on the basis of the fundamental function-
ing of this energy; and that they failed 
to discover it only because the investiga-
tion of basic biological functioning alone 
could lead to its discovery. 

Following are two quotations from the 
writings of Newton1  which illustrate the 
above exceedingly well (italics are ours) : 

I. LETTER FROM NEWTON TO BOYLE, 
1769: "I-Innoured Sir, 

I have so long deferred to send you my 

1  J. W. N. Sullivan: isAnc NEw-roN, 1642-
1727. New York, Macmillan, 1938. 

thoughts about the physical qualities we 
spoke of, that did I not esteem myself 
obliged by promise, I think I should be 
ashamed to send them at ali. The truth is, 
my notions about things of this kind are 
so indigested, that I am not well satisfied 
myself in them; and what I am not satis-
fied in, I can scarce esteem fit to be corn-
municated to others; especially in natural 
philosophy, where there is no end of fancy-
ing. But because I am indebted to you, 
and yesterday met with a friend, Mr. 
Maulyverer, who told me he was going to 
London, and intended to give you the 
trouble of a visit, 1 could not forbear to 
take the opportunity of conveying this to 
you by him. 

It being only an explication of qualities 
which you desire of me, I shall set down 
my apprehensions in the form of suppo-
sitions as follows. And first,1 suppose, that 
there is difiused through ali places an 
aetherial substance, capabie of contraction 
and dilatation, strongly elastic, and, in a 
word, much like air in ali respects, but far 
more subtile. 

2. 1 suppose this aether pervades ali 
gross bodies, but yet so as to stand rarer 
in their pores than in free spaces, and so 
much the rarer, as their pores are less; 
and this I suppose (with others) to be 
the cause why light incident on those 
bodies is refracted towards the perpendicu-
lar; why two well-polished metais cohere 
in a receiver exhausted of air; why mer-
cury stands sometimes up to the top of a 
glass pipe, though much higher than 
thirty inches; and one of the main causes 
why Me parts of ali bodies cohere; also the 
cause of filtration, and of the rising of 
water in small glass pipes above Me sur-
face of Me stagnating water they are 
dipped into; for I suspect the aether may 
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stand rarer, not only in Me insensible pores 
of bodies, but even in the very sensible 
cavities of those pipes; and Me same prin-
cipie may cause menstruums to pervade 
with violence the pores of Me bodies they 
dissolve, Me surrounding aether, as well 
as the atmosphere, pressing them together. 

3. I suppose the rarer aether within bod-
ies, and Me denser without them, not to be 
terminated in a mathematical superfices, 
but to grow gradttally into one another; 
Me externai aether beginning to grow 
rarer, and the internai to grow denser, at 
some little distance from Me superfices of 
the body, and running through ali inter-
mediate degrees of density in Me inter-
mediate spaces; and Mis may be the cause 
why light, in Grimaldo's experiment, pass-
ing by the edge of a knife, ar other opaque 
body, is turned aside,- and as it were re-
fracted, and by that refraction makes sev-
era! colors. . . . 

4. When two bodies moving towards 
one another come near together, 1 sup-
pose the aether between them to grow 
rarer than before, and the spaces of its 
graduated rarity to extend further from 
Me superfices of the bodies towards one 
another; and this, by reason that the aether 
cannot move and play up and down so 
freely in the strait passage between the 
bodies, as it could before they carne so 
near together. . . And as the other body 
approaches more and more, I suppose the 
aether between them will grow rarer and 
rarer. These suppositions I have so de-
scribed, as if I thought the spaces of 
graduated aether had precise limits. . . . 
But really I do not Mink they have such 
precise limits, but rather decay insensibly, 
and, in so decaying, extend to a much 
greater distance than can easily be believed 
or need be supposed. 

5. Now, from the fourth supposition 
it follows, that when two bodies approach-
ing one another come so near together as 
to make the aether between them begin 
to rarify, they will begin to have a re- 

luctance from being brought nearer to-
gether, and an endeavor to recede from 
une another; which reluctance and en-
deavor will increase as they come nearer 
together, because thereby they cause the 
interjacent aether to rarify more and more. 
But at.length, when they come so near 
together that Me excess of pressure of Me 
externai aether which surrounds the bod-
ies, abone that of the rarefied aether, which 
is between them, is so great as to overcome 
Me reluctance which Me bodies have from 
being brought together; then will that ex-
cess of pressure drive them with violence 
together, and make them adhere strongly 
to one another, as was said in the second 
supposition. . . .1Vow hence I conceive it 
is chiefiy that a fly walks on water without 
wetting her Icei, and consequently without 
touching Me water; that two polished 
pieces of glass are not without pressure 
brought to contact, no, not though the 
one be plain, the other a little convex, that 
the particles of dust cannot by pressing 
be made to cohere, as they would do, if 
they did but fully touch; that the particles 
of tingeing substances and salts dissolved 
in water do not of their own accord con-
crete and fali to the bottom, but diffuse 
themselves ali over the liquor, and expand 
still more if you add more liquor to them. 
Also, that the particles of vapours, exhala-
tions, and air do stand at a distance from 
one another, and endeavor to recede as 
far from one another as the pressure of 
the incumbent atmosphere will let them; 
for I conceive the confused mass of va-
pours, air, and exhalations which we call 
the atmosphere, to be nothing else but Me 
particles of ali sorts of bodies, of which Me 
earth consists, separated from one another, 
and kept at a distance by the said prin-
cipie. 

From these principies the actions of 
menstruums upon bodies may be thus 
explained: suppose any tingeing body, as 
cochineal or logwood be put into water; 
so soon as the water sinks into its pores 
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and wets on ali sides any particle which 
adheres to the body oniy by the principie 
in the second supposition, it takes off, or 
at least rnuch diminishes, the efficacy of 
that principie to hold the particle to the 
body, because it makes the aether on ali 
sides the particle to be of a more uni-
form density than before. And then the 
particle being shaken off by any little 
motion, floats in the water, and with 
many such others makes a tincture; 
which tincture will be of some lively color, 
if the particles be ali of the same size and 
density; otherwise of a dirty one. For the 
colours of ali natural bodies whatever seem 
to depend on nothing but the various 
sizcs and densities of their particles, as I 
think you have seen described by me more 
at large in another paper.. . . 

Nor does the size only, but the density 
of the particles also, conduce to the per-
manency of the aerial substances; for the 
excess of density of Me aether without such 
particles above that of the aether within 
them is still greater; which has made me 
sometimes think that the true permanent 
air may be of a metallic origina; the parti-
eles of no substances being more dense 
than those of metais. This, 1 think, is also 
favored by experiente, for I remember 1 
once read in Me "Philosophical Transac-
tions," how M. Huygens at Paris, found 
that Me air made by dissolving salt of 
tartar would in two or three days time 
condense and fali down again, but the air 
made by dissolving a metal continued 
without condensing or relenting in Me 
least. If vou consider then, how by the 
continuai fermentations made in the bow-
els of the earth there are aerial substances 
raised out of ali kinds of bodies, ali which 
together make the atmosphere, and that of 
ali these the metallic are the most perma-
nent, vou will not perhaps think it absurd, 
that the most permanent part of the at-
mosphere, which is the true air, should 
be constituted of these, especially since 
they are the heaviest of ali other, and so  

much subside to the lower parts of the 
atmosphere and float upon the surface of 
the earth, and buoy up the lighter ex-
halations and vapours to float in greatest 
plenty above them. Thus, I say, it ought 
to be with the metallic exhalations raised 
in the bowels of the earth by the action 
of acid menstruums, and thus it is with 
the true permanent air; for this, as in 
reason it ought to be esteemed the most 
ponderous part of the atmosphere, because 
the lowest, so it betrays its ponderosit;• 
by making vapours ascend readily in it, by 
sustaining mists and clouds of snow, and 
by buoying up gross and ponderous smoke. 
The air also is Me most gross unactive part 
of the atmosphere, aflording living things 
no nourishment, if deprived of Me more 
tender exhalations and spirits that float in 
it; and what more unactive and remate 
from nourishment than metallic bodies? 

I shall set down one conjecture more, 
which carne into my mind now as I was 
writing this letter; it is about the cause of 
gravity. For this end I will suppose aether 
to consist of parts differing from one 
another in subtilty by indefinite degrees; 
that in the pores of bodies there is less of 
the grosser aether, in proportion to the 
finer, than h-1 open spaces; and canse-
quentiy, that in the great body of the 
earth there is much less of the grosser 
aether, in proportion to the finer, than 
in the regions of the air; and that yet the 
grosser aether in the air affects the upper 
regions of the earth, and the finer aether 
in the earth the lower regions of the air, 
in such a manner, that from the top of 
the air to the surface of the earth, and 
again from the surface of the earth to the 
centre thereof, the aether is insensibly 
finer and finer. Imagine now any body 
suspended in the air, or lying on the earth, 
and the aether being by the hypothesis 
grosser in the pores, which are in the 
upper parts of the body, than in those 
which are in its lower parts, and that 
grosser aether being less apt to be lodged 



194 	 NOTES 

in those pores than the finer aether below, 
it will endeavor to get out and give way 
to the finer aether below, which cannot 
be, without the bodies descending to make 
room above for ir to go out into. 

From this supposed gradual subtilty of 
the parts of aether some things above 
might be further illustrated and made 
more intelligible; but by what has been 
said, you will easily discern whether in 
these conjectures there be any degree of 
probability, which is ali I aim at. For my 
own pari, I have so little fancy to things 
of this nature, that had not your encour-
agement moved me to ir, I should never, I 
think, have thus far set pen to paper about 
them. What is amiss, therefore, I hope 
you will the more easily pardon in 

Your most humble 
servant and honourer, 

ISAAC NEWTON." 

2. FROM THE LAST QUERY OF NEWTON'S 

OPTICKS. 

"Now by the help of these principies, 
ali material things seem to have been 
composed of the hard and solid particles 
above-mentir ted, variously associatecl in 
the first creation by the counsel of art 
intelligent agent. For it became him who 
created them to set them in order. And 
if he did so, it's unphilosophical to seek 
for any other origin of the world, or to 
pretend that it might arise out of a chaos 
by the mere laws of nature; though being 
once formed, it may continue by those 
laws for many ages. For while comets 
move in very excentric orbs in ali manner 
of positions, blind late could never make 
ali the planets move one and the same 
way in orbs concentric, some inconsider-
able irregularities excepted, which may 
have risen from the mutual actions of 
comets and planets upon one another, and 
which wilI be apt to increase, tiii this 
system wants a reformation. Such a won-
derful uniforrnity in the planetary systern 
must be allowed the effect of choice. And  

se must the uniformity in the bodies of 
animais, they having generally a right 
and a left side shaped alike, and on either 
side of their bodies two legs behind, and 
either two arms, or two legs, or two wings 
before upon their shoulders and between 
their shoulders a neck running down into 
a backbone, and a head upon it; and in 
the head two ears, two eyes, a nose, a 
mouth, and a tongue, alike situated. Also 
the first contrivance of those very artifi-
cial parts of animais, the eyes, ears, brain, 
muscles, hearts, Iungs, midriff glands, 
larynx, hands, wings, swimming bladders, 
natural spectacies, and other organs of 
sense and motion; and the instinct of 
brutes and insects, can be the effect of 
nothing cise than the wisdom and skill 
of a powerful ever-living agent, who being 
in ali places, is more able by bis will to 
move the bodies within bis boundless 
uniform sensorium, and thereby to form 
and reform the parts of the universe, than 
we are by our will to move the parts of 
our own bodies. And yet we are not to 
consider the world as the body of God, 
or the severa! parts thereof, as the parts 
of God. He is an uniform being, void of 
ergam, members or parts, and they are 
his creatures subordinate to him, and sub-
servient to his will; and he is no more 
the soul of them, than the soul of man 
is the soei of the species of things carried 
through the organs of sense into the place 
of its sensation, where it perceives them 
by means of its immediate presence, with-
out the intervention of any third thing. 
The ergam of sense are not for enahiing 
the soei to perceive the species of things 
in its sensorium, but only for conveying 
them thither; and God has no need of 
such organs, he being everywhere present 
to the things themselves. And since space 
is divisible in infinitum, and matter is not 
necessarily in ali places, it may also be 
allowed that God is able to create particles 
of matter of severa! sizes and figures, and 
in severa' proportions to space, and per- 



NOTES 	 195 

haps of different densities and forces, and 
thereby to vary the laws of nature, and 
make worlds of several sorts in several 
parts of the universe. At least, I sce nothing 
of contradiction in all this. 

"As in mathematics, so in natural phi-
losophy, the investigation of difficult 
things by the method of analysis, ought 
ever to precede the method of composition. 
This analysis consists in making experi-
ments and observations, and in drawing 
general conclusions from them by in-
duction, and admitting of no objections 
against the conclusions but such as are 
taken from experiments, or other certain 
truths. For hypotheses are not to be re-
garded in experimental philosophy. And 
although the arguing from experiments 
and observations by induction be no dem-
onstration of general conclusions; yet it is 
the best way of arguing which the nature 
of things admits of, and may be iooked 
upon as much the stronger, by how much 
the induction is more general. And if no 
exception occur from phenomena, the 
conclusions may be pronounced generally. 
But if at any time afterwards any excep-
tion shall occur from experiments, it may 
then begin to be pronounced with such 
exceptions as occur. By this way of analy-
sis we may proceed from compounds to 
ingredients, and from motions to the 
forces producing them; and in general, 
from effects to their causes, and from 
particular causes to more general ones, 
till the argument end in the most general. 
This is the method of analysis; And the 
synthesis consists in assuming the causes 
discovered, and established as principles, 
and by them explaining the phenomena 
proceeding from them, and proving the 
explanations. 

"In the first two books of these Opticks, 
I proceeded by this analysis to discover 
and prove the original differences of the 
rays of light in respect of refrangibility, 
reflexibility, and colour, and their alternate 
fits of easy reflection and easy transmis-
sion, and the properties of bodies, both 
opake and pellucid, on which their reflec-
tions and colours depend. And these dis-
coveries being proved, may be assumed in 
the method of composition for explaining 
the phenomena arising from them: an 
instante of which method I gave in the end 
of the first Book. In this third Book I have 
only begun the analysis of what remains to 
be discovered about light and its effects 
upon the frame of nature, hinting several 
things about it, and leaving the hints to be 
exarnined and improved by the farther ex-
periments and observations of such as are 
inquisitive. And if natural philosophy in 
ali its parts, by persuing chis method, 
shall at length be perfected, the bounds of 
moral philosophy will also be enlarged. 
For so far as we can know by natural 
philosophy what is the first cause, what 
power he has over us, and what benefits 
we receive from him, so far our duty 
towards him, as well as that towards one 
another, will appear to us by the light 
of nature. And no doubt, if the worship 
of false Gods had not blinded the heathen, 
their moral philosophy would have gone 
farther than to the four cardinal virtues; 
and instead of teaching the transmigration 
of souls, and to worship the sun and moon, 
and dead heroes, they would have taught 
us to worship our true author and bene-
factor, as their ancestors did under the 
government of Noah and his sons before 
they corrupted themselves." 
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in the book (p. 53f., p. 576): "As Freud, 
Reich, and some others have pointed out, 
the musculature represents a sort of char-
acterological armor . . Muscle tension is 
a real psychosomatic borderline . . . bind-
ing vegetative energy." 

This kind of reference to important 
scientific findings is inadmissible. Imagine 
the following sentence in a book on acro-
nautics: "The brothers Wright, Henry 
Ford and some others have built air-
planes"; or the following in a book on 
physics: "Galileo, Kepler and some others 
have pointed out that the law of gravita-
tion has a sort of validity." It is customary 
in scientific writing to distinguish clearly 
what one or the other worker has con-
tributed to the clarification of a given 
scientific problem. The concept of the 
"character armor" is Wilhelm Reich's and 
has been clearly defined by him (c. f. 
CHARAKTER-ANALYSE, 1933, and THE FUNC-

TION OF THE ORGASM, 1942). Freud not 
only did not accept character-analysis but 
did not even mention it in his writings. 
"Some others" can refer to nobody but 
Reich's co-workers. 

On p. 12o we find the following sen-
tence: 

Character analysis does not focus on 
probing to the depths of the unconscious 
and the instinctual life as in analysis of 
the libido, but rather on the manner in 
which the patient's defenses against his 
conflicts have found expression in his 
habits of feeling, thought and action, and 
have warped or colored his personality 
(Kardiner). 

This is a complete distortion of the 
facts. The concept of character-analysis 
was defined and its technique developed 
by Wilhelm Reich. If anybody, in a scien-
tific work, refers to character-analysis, it 
is his duty to use the term in the sense 
of its originator, instead of quoting some-
body cise who gives the term an entirely  

erroneous interpretation. From the writ-
ings of Reich and his co-workers' it is 
abundantly clear that—in contradistinction 
to a superficial association and interpre-
tation analysis—character-analysis works 
precisely with the depths of unconscious 
instinctual life. More than that, the deep 
biophysical functions are the very center 
of character-analytic work. We strongly 
repudiate any contention to the effect that 
character-analysis does not concentrate on 
the biophysical depth mechanism of the 
sexual function. It was precisely because 
this is where character-analysis works that 
it opened an avenue of• approach to the 
psychosomatic problem, an avenue which 
is still barred to anyone not using this 
method. 

In THE FUNCTION OF THE °AGRAM, 1942, 

Reich writcs: 

The difference between my technique 
and Adler's characterological atternpts was 
that it consisted in character-analysis 
through analysis of Me sexual behavior. 
Adler, however, had said: "Analysis not 
of the libido, but of the character." My 
conception of the character armor has 
nothing in common with Adler's formula-
tion of individual character traits. Any 
such cornparison of the sex-economic 
themy of structure with Adler's character-
ology would betray a fundamental mis-
conception. Character traits such as "in-
feriority feeling" or "will to power" are 
only superficial manifestations of the 
armoring process in the biological sense, 
i.e., in the sense of vegetative inhibition of 
vital functioning. 

On p. 94 we find the following footnote: 

Wilhelm Reich has developed these 
principies [of relaxation] in combination 
with psychoanalysis to a high degree, and 
created "a new therapeutic technique" 
which he terms vegetotherapy. Theodore 
P. Wolfe, has given special attention to 
this matter. 

s. Cf., e.g., Wolk, Theodore P.: "Character-
Analysis." This fournal 1, 1942, 90ff. 
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Not only is vegetotherapy—which for 
io years has brought revolutionary knowl-
edge into the field of psychosomatic medi-
cine—relegated to a footnote in a book 
of 741 pages on Psychosomatic Diagnosis. 
In addition, it is referred to as "a new 
therapeutic technique," in quotation 
marks. These quotation marks can have 
only one meaning and function: that of 
giving the reader the impression that 
vegetotherapy is not a new therapeutic 
technique. Dunbar knows very well not 
only that vegetotherapy is a new technique 
but also knows its importance. Yet, the 
footnote must give the reader the impres-
sion that vegetotherapy is some kind of 
"relaxation therapy in combination with 
psychoanalysis." The sentence, "Theodore 
P. Wolfe, has given special attention to this 
matter" has an equally deprecatory im-
plication. It refers to the fact that Wolfe, 
in the course of psychosomatic research 
done years ago in association with Dunbar, 
and in his work at the psychiatric clinic, 
paid special attention to muscular tensions 
and techniques of relaxation. This fact 
would be worth mentioning only in con-
junction with the more important—and 
unmentioned—fact that Wolfe found 
these techniques insufficient and therefore 
turned to vegetotherapy, which he has 
been practising for the past five years. 

If our work is deliberately left unmen-
tioned, we have nothing to say. If, how-
ever, the reading public is given a pur- 

posely erroneous impression of it, we are 
obliged to protest and correct. 

The índex of Dunbar's book on Psycho-
somatic Diagnosis does not contain the 
word "orgasm." Nor does it mention 
Wilhelm Reich's DIE FUNKTION DES OR-

GASNIUS which appeared in 1927 and in 
which, for the first time, the core of the 
psychosomatic problem, the connection be-
tween sexuality, anxiety and the vegeta-
tive system, was presented. This book is 
well known to the author of PSYCHOSO-

MATIC DIAGNOSIS, as are later sex-economic 
publications. It does not matter here 
whether the omission of these works was 
intentional or not. The motives of an 
author are irrelevant. What matters is that 
an author who representa official psycho-
somatic medicine ignores publications 
which, during the past 17 years, presented 
the basic mechanisms of the biopathies, 
the very diseases which this psychosomatic 
medicine attempts to understand. This 
means that the responsibility for the realm 
of the biopathies rests with the workers of 
the Orgone Institute, and not with the 
representatives of official psychosomatic 
medicine. As incredible as the omission 
of the orgasm problem may seem to us, 
it is nothing but an indication of the fact 
that the psychosomaticists officially decline 
the responsibility for the central problem 
of psychosomatic medicine. This, of course, 
has inexorable consequences. 

SOME OBSERVATIONS OF CHILDREN 

Many parents who wish to avoid having 
their children undergo the tyrannies they 
themselves experienced in childhood find 
themselves nevertheless baffied and unre-
sourceful in meeting the practical prob-
lems of nursery education along freer 
principies. Ali of us have grown up under 
old misconceptions and still carry to a 
greater or lesser degree the inhibitions and 
anxieties stemming from childhood re- 

straints. Ali of us have the practical prob-
lems of making a healthy life for our-
selves and our children in a world which 
does not, as yet, except in isolated small 
groups, or ou a very superficial levei, 
accept freedom. For this reason it has 
seemed useful to present some actual 
obscrvations of everydav prohlems and 
how they were handled. 

Feeding Problems. Bill was a bottle-fed 
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